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MITTERRAND ENDS SOUTH AMERICAN TOUR:

President Francois Mitterrand, left, sipphgrumpmch
. from a coconut yesterday as President Belisario Betan-
. eur of Colombia, right, and Foreign Mlnlster Ramfrez

Ocampn, cemer,
terrand’s visit to

‘South America, he pledged France’s firm
young democracies * threatened
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MEXICO CITY, Oct. 20 — At the]
, busy corner of Insurgentes Avenue and
" Monterrey Street in the heart of Mex-
thity,aworkcxewlabomd Friday to
L create a park on a site where just a few
- days before a pile of earthquake rubble
stood, the remains of a four-story furni-
;- ture store and warehouse.
. The workmen smoothedmwoilthat
' had been trucked in, laid out strips of
i sod and planted shrubs and young
. trees, creating an oasis of green amid
ngeofﬁoebtﬂldings smreeandtraf

G
Four blocks to the south on'insur:
. gentes, the hulk of what was once a 10-
 story office building sits abandoned. Its
top three floors collapsed, partly slid-
ing onto the smaller building next door
; and causing it, too, to collapse. .
- Ropes with bits of colored Cloth have
bean strung along the sidewalk to warn
not to venture too close. |
But otherwise the buil remains un-
touched since two earthquakes struck
Mexico City on Sept. 19 and 20. , .
Slow and Costly Process
The park ‘and the derelict office
building are typiml of Mexico City a
month after the earthquakes.
Mexico’s President, Miguel delaMa-
m told the city’s residents in
. tele addresses and public appear-
. ances that Mexico City is on its feet and
' moving forward. Government officials
,have pmmlsed to turn the sités of many
* destroy: uildings into parks. The
took shape Friday is a sym-
bol of the Government’s eagerness to
! move forward with the reconstruction
‘of the center of the city, where the
earthquake damage was concentrated.
" But .2 broken office . and
B dozens of others like it where workmen
with their cranes and dumip trucks
. have yet to begin the work of
' demolition reveal how difficult, costly
" and slow the process of demolition and
- reconstruction will be. .
Death Toll Estimates Vary

For one thing, bodies are still being

.pulled from the rubble. And the Gov-{.

ernmentsaidlastweekthatinshoua-

‘buildings were

or

) estmyed
badly damaged that they are

‘habitable have moved in with frie

or relatives.

The number of homeless most
cited, and the number used by the
UnitedswwsEmbaasy is 50,000. Some

have used much h.lgheu' num-

Esﬁmatw of the death toll vary
widely.

A spokesman in the office of Mexico
City’s Mayor said last week that 1,970
people killed in the earthquake had
been identified and that 359 other
bodies- rema_.ined to be identified. For
several weeks Goverhment agencies|
have put the death toll at 4,600. The

United States Embassy puts the fam. Dmx;
ber at 7,000. Othergmupsuselarger his

Water Suypltes Cut Oﬂ

Water suppnu have been cut off tof
thousands of

le in the
many

sight each day are lines of children and| ministry’
women .with buckets, awaiting their|

zones, incl

‘homes were

| turn at the hose from a tank truck or
‘dipping water from an lmdergxmmd

cistern.
Govemmentofﬂdalssaidtbatam
ed ‘in the earth-

damag!
quakes, including 412 that: collapsed.
Some 595 more are cofiSidefed beyond

repair.

Particularly bard hit were Govern-
ment buildings, some of which col-
lapsed. Many others are still standing,
but will have to be demolished.

As a result, many sectors of the Mex-
ican bureaucracy are in disarray.

The Mexico City courts, for example,
were badly damaged and some courts
are still not functi

Two civil court high-rise buildings| €artha

did not collapee, but they cannot be oc-
cupied. Workers were ‘busy Thursday
removing office furniture and files and
loadlngmemonwmmbemved

atis

been retrieved.and
tosearchint.hemins!or_m&

-spokesman—for-the-Attoiney
General said 90 percent.of the files had |- ¢
the.staff continued

cmarimmmﬂ;“ oy

euough that _the
ministry’s workers evacuate it until re-

moveinthenm

outside Juarez Hospital, where a wing
collasped, trapping perhaps more than
800 people inside.

It was here that nearly four dozen
babies were extricated alive from the

' mzmoorbuum : t.hpl-‘ot- 1
pd:scanbemade Workersamlntem- 1 :

few days to a ballroom |-
in the fashionable Polanco secﬁm of 'w’

‘Mr. Ortega
| of a state of em

ergency
an attempt to use "formal le
anisms to smash any attempl
ist activity’’ by what he pg
“desperate’” coalition ¢
and American




